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Artists Day 2025 

Every December we enhance the scenic view at Valley Falls Farm with a large wreath on the east 
end of the iconic stable. Lit up at night by floodlight, it creates a lovely New England winter 
scene for the community to enjoy during the holiday season. The beautiful wreath is made by 

the students in the Agricultural Science and Technology Department at Rockville High School. Many 
thanks to the ASTE students and volunteers Nancy Steffens, Bob Felber, Brian and Bruce Dinnie for 
making it happen. Special thanks go to Brian for doing the difficult part – carrying the heavy wreath up 
the ladder to its place on the wall – a job the older folks gladly conceded! It’s now done! Take a drive-by 
on Bolton Road and check it out.  

Happy Holidays to You! 

On a beautiful day in mid-September, fourteen talented plein air artists came to 
paint the scenic hillsides of Valley Falls Farm for our signature event, Artists 
Day 2025. The weather was perfect and the finished artwork was amazing. 

Other pieces by the artists were on display for sale in the red barn. Guitar duo Handler 
and Levesque played beautifully from the historic red barn, while Vernon resident 
Kathy King played her harp for the artists during their quiet morning painting session. 
Later in the afternoon, over 50 visitors stopped by to watch the artists at work, listen 
to the music, and join one of our popular tours of the Heritage Center. Many thanks go 
to the artists, the visitors and our hard-working volunteers. It was a magical day of art, 
history, nature and music!

Brian Dinnie willingly takes the 
wreath up the ladder.

RHS Ag Science students are pleased with their handiwork, 
as are we.

Friends Board members and Brian 
Dinnie pose with the job well done.
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Board of Directors Elections - and
a New President

Board member Jeremy Geller 
was elected as the new president 
of the Friends of Valley Falls by 
the members present at the Annu-
al Meeting. We are very pleased 
and grateful that Jeremy has 
taken on this role. We know that 
the organization will be in good 
hands with Jeremy, and we truly 
look forward to working with 
him over the next two years. 

Three new directors were also 
elected at the meeting: Ann Noel was elected as secretary. She is a 
lifelong resident of Valley Falls and has been a dedicated volunteer 
at the Heritage Center. Karen Prewo has very capably taken on the 
role of lead tour guide at the Heritage Center and will continue to 
focus her time on that committee. Her interest in history makes the 
job easy, she says! Ryan Ramos is a human resources specialist and 
will also be our new Volunteer Co-ordinator. He and his wife actual-
ly reside Poland, but he meets with us electronically – and it works!

And a Change for Nancy! 
Lastly, our hard working, dedicated, “she does it all” Board member, Nancy Steffens, is taking a well-de-
served break from the Board of Directors, after four and a half years of volunteer service. Nancy’s value to 
the organization has been huge. Her background and talents as a journalist, writer, leader and speaker have 
left a mark on nearly every aspect of the organization, from installation of our new Heritage Center sign at 
the Bolton Rd corner to taking on the social media needs of the Friends. Thankfully, she’s not leaving the 
organization! She’ll still take on some of her former responsibilities with social media and publications, for 
which we are grateful! 

Acting Vice President, Nancy Steffens, welcomed guests to our 
Annual Meeting on September 28 in the red barn. The meeting 
featured a summary of our many projects over the past year and 

ended with a talk on harvesting mushrooms by guest speaker, Karen 
Monger. Building our volunteer base and engaging in community partner-
ships was a key focus of these efforts. One result was a collaboration with 
Dan Hayden of the New England Civil War Museum to create an exhibit 
for the Heritage Center about Christian Sharps, a historical figure with a 
surprising commonality to both organizations. The Annual Report, dis-
tributed at the meeting, celebrates these new partnerships and collabora-
tions. The report has been mailed to members not present at the meeting. 
It can also be viewed on our website.  

Nancy Steffens passing the wreath (no, a baton!) to 
new president, Jeremy Geller. 



Fall 2025
3

History Corner – The Tulip Trees at Valley Falls Park
and How They Got There

At the far southwest corner of Valley Falls Park, near the Bolton Town 
line, there is a patch of some very tall tulip trees. Rod Parlee, of the 
Bolton Conservation Commission, is an advocate and protector of 

old-growth forests, and had come across this unusual patch of trees on one of 
his rambles around Bolton Notch and Valley Falls. In co-ordination with the 
Vernon Conservation Commission, he subsequently built a trail to the trees, 
shown as the Tulip Trail on trail maps. 

But how did that one patch of 
tulip trees come to exist there in 
that lonely corner of the Park? It 
remained a mystery – until the 
Friends began to delve into Valley 
Falls history for the Heritage 
Center. One of the researchers 
had known about the mysterious 
tulip tree patch. One day she was 
listening to an oral history tape 
about Valley Falls taken by the Vernon Historical Society. This par-
ticular tape was an interview with members of the Darico family who 
had once owned Valley Falls Farm. Suddenly the words “….and the 
tulip tree plantation – remember? That Poppa planted?” floated 
off the tape! Eureka! Could the mystery be solved? 

The tapes reveal that the tulip tree patch was planted by “Poppa”, who is Andrew Darico Sr., father of the Dari-
co siblings who were being interviewed. Andrew had been the caretaker of Valley Falls Farm for the Beach fam-
ily in the 1930s. He had moved his wife and 5 children into the Valley Falls farmhouse in 1938. On the tape, the 
family members talk about the old woodstove in the farmhouse kitchen. Conversation then shifts to the woodlot 
near Bolton Notch, the source of wood for the stove, and then to the tulip trees in the woodlot.    

One of the tulip trees is so tall that it has since been measured to see if it should be on the list of Connecticut 
Notable Trees, maintained by Connecticut College. While it did not have sufficient width to be notable, it did 
have sufficient height! Measurements were taken by Rod Parlee and Marty Aligata. The best part of the story: 
Billy Darico, “Poppa’s” grandson, went along with them to help take the measurements! History lives on. 

The very, very tall Tulip Tree at Valley Falls 
Park, now on the CT Notable Trees list. 
Photo by Rod Parlee.

Billy Darico helps measure the girth of a tree that we 
believe was once planted by his grandfather, Andrew 
Darico, Sr. Photo by Rod Parlee.

It’s a wrap! Over 260 visitors came out to 
learn about the unusual local history at Valley 
Falls and to enjoy strolling the scenic hillside. 

Highlights of the year were the popularity of the 
guided tours as well as a special exhibit on Christian 
Sharps, inventor of the Sharps rifle, done in 
collaboration with Dan Hayden of the New England 
Civil War Museum. The Heritage Center will open 
June 13 for the 2026 season. 

A Great Season 3 at the Heritage Center!
Schedule Your Group Tour for 2026 at the 
Heritage Center!
We’re learning as we grow. In light of the popularity 
of our group tours, we have decided to promote more 
special tours in 2026 for organizations, families or 
just a neighborhood group. For more information, or 
if you would like to schedule a tour, contact Ann at 
860-875-4623, or annletendr@aol.com; or contact the 
Friends via the website. 
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In July the Friends hosted the 12 organizations comprising the Vernon Volunteers Collaborative for a potluck 
picnic in the Red Barn. After the meal, Marty Sitler, Director of Vernon Parks & Recreation Department, and 
John Kleinhans, Director of Administration, spoke about the P&R Department and its role in the community. A 

good time was had by all! 

In August we also hosted a memorial service in the Red Barn for Friends of Valley Falls founder and past presi-
dent, Ginny Gingras. Ginny’s daughter, Rosemarie Gallichio, ably planned the service and provided the refresh-
ments. About 50 people came to remember and honor Ginny. 

Spring Walks in Valley Falls Park

We’ve added two new walks this year - an April Wildflower walk, and a Tree Identification walk in June! 
    Bird Walk, led by Denise Animani:  Sunday, May 3, 7:00 am

    April Wildflower Walk, led by Carol Hatch:  Sunday, April 26, 10 am 
    May Wildflower Walk, led by Carol Hatch:   Sunday, May 17, 10 am

    History Walk, led by Don Sierakowski:  Saturday, May 30, 10 am
    Tree Identification Walk, led by Rose Hiskes:  Saturday, June 6, 10 am

Heritage Center Opening Day – Saturday, June 13, 1 pm 
Open dates - 1 to 4 pm:  June 28; July 12 & 26;

Aug 9 & 23; Sept 6 & 20; Oct 4 & 18.

Annual Meeting – Sunday, September 27, 1 pm

2026 Calendar 

Summer Gatherings – We Were Busy! 


